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    Conference Schedule   
          Monday, June 21, 2010  

Time 
Ballroom                                                      

2nd Floor - Student Center 
Regents Room                                               

2nd Floor - Student Center 
Cafeteria Annex                                          

1st Floor - Student Center 

8:00 REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST    

8:50 

WELCOME & KEYNOTE:  Growing up in 
the Country and Attending a One Room 
School.                                                                     
-- Dr. Ernest Holloway, President, Emeritus, 
Langston University, Langston, OK   

    

10:00 BREAK     

10:30 

PLENARY SESSION:  Promoting 
Schoolhouse Preservation                                                                                         
-- Susan C. Fineman,  Re-Living History 
Teacher, District #1 Schoolhouse, Nashua, NH 

    

11:00 
What’s for Lunch: An Enriched Paper                   
-- Sarah S. Uthoff, Reference Librarian,  
Kirkwood Community College Library 

Yesterday’s Schools: Recording Their 
Stories through Photography                                                  
-- Gloria Hawkins, Country School Photo 
Documentarian & Retired Elementary 
Educator, Leawood, KS 

Using Literature To Enhance 
Historical Programming in Country 
Schools                                                             
-- Dr. Mary E. Outlaw, Berry College, 
Rome, GA 

11:30 
Restoring the Verden Separate School                             
-- Loretta Y. Jackson, African American 
Historian, Grady County, Oklahoma 

Caution, Children Ahead: Traveling to 
Amish Schools in the Twenty-first Century                                                        
-- Dr. Mark W. Dewalt, Bank of America 
Professor, Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC   

Mashpee One Room Schoolhouse 
(DVD)                                                        -
-- Frank Lord, President, Mashpee One 
Room Schoolhouse Preservation Council, 
Inc.            

12:00 

LUNCH:  Oral History Interviews that 
Document and Preserve One-Room 
Schools                                                                                 
-- Video produced/directed: Loretta Y. Jackson              

    

 1:30 

WORKSHOP:  Recreate the Visual 
Stereographs Used in Early Schools                        
-- Dr. Veronica Ent, Department of Education 

Future Farmers of America and the 
Country Schools  (1:30-2:00)                                                                           
-- Kendall Brashears, Sponsoring Committee 
Chair, FFA Oklahoma Foundation 

Decorate the School and Invite the 
Neighbors:  Programs  in the One-
room Schools   (1:30 - 2:00)                                     
-- Dr. Pamela Stover, Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale 

  

Chairperson, Saint Vincent College,  Latrobe, 
PA  (1:30-2:30) 

Margaret Larason, Dust Bowl 
Schoolmarm  (2:00-2:30)                                                       
-- Dr. Robert Edmondson,  Service-Learning 
Coordinator, University of Science and Arts of 
hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ  όaŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴύ    

Certifying and Grading the Country 
Schoolteacher   (2:00 - 2:30)                            
-- Bill Sherman, Preservation Iowa, Des 
Moines, IA 

2:30 

The Preservation of Twelve Texas Country 
Schools – A Grassroots Effort                                               
-- Ronni Pue, Historian and Cultural 
Anthropologist, Fredericksburg, TX 

Music in the One Room School                                
-- Dr. Dan Hanson, University of Science and 
Arts of Oklahoma 

Schooldays in Grady County OK: 
Remembrances From3 One Room 
Schools                                
-- Marjorie Collins ς Souders  

3:00 

FIELD TRIP:  Tour an African American 
country school.  The local public school 
system will be offering transportation 
from the Student Center to the restored 
Verden Separate School in Chickasha.  
Reception hosted by the Loretta Y. Jackson- 
African American Historical Society. 

    

4:30 BREAK     

5:30 

DINNER & ENTERTAINMENT                 
Andarko Public Schools Dance Troupe                                                    
-- David Sullivan, Director of Indian Education 
Programs. 
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Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

Time Ballroom                                                  Regents Room                                               

8:00 
BREAKFAST & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*** Start of Silent Auction *** 
    

8:45 

PANEL DISCUSSION: Education Among 
the Earliest Americans                                                     
-- Jim Smith,  Superintendent, Elmore City-
Pernell Schools                                                                            
-- Education Directors / Historians from the  
Choctaw Tribe and Chickasaw Nation      

    

9:45 

Time, Imagination and the One-Room 
Schoolhouse                                                             
-- Dr. Lee Hester,  Director of American Indian 
Studies, USAO, Chickasha, OK 

Ciphering, Fun and Community                                       
-- David L. Burton,  Civic Communication 
Specialist, University  of Missouri Extension, 
Springfield, MO                                                               
-- Book signing of A History of Rural Schools in 
Greene County, MO 

  

10:15 BREAK    *** Visit Silent Auction ***     

10:30 

From the Back Roads of Oklahoma to 
Alabama to North Carolina:                         
Thank you, Mr. Rosenwald                                                                
-- Susan Webb, Traveling Schoolmarm, 
Birmingham, AL 

The Country  Schoolteachers of DeKalb 
County, Illinois:  A Reassessment                                       
--Dr. Lucy Townsend, Blackwell History of 
Education Museum, Northern Illinois University, 
DeKalb, IL 

  

  

                                                      

Belleview Schoolhouse Restoration Project          
--Mike and Valerie Brunhoeber, Caldwell, KS 
(11:00-11:30) 

  

                                
 
 

11:00 

 
WORKSHOP:  Beyond the Three R’s:  
Teaching Meaningful Lessons in the Old 
Schoolhouse  (11:00-12:00)                                                        

--Jennifer Beauchamp, Curator, Thames Valley 
Museum School, Burgessville, Ontario, CA 

PANEL DISCUSSION:  Getting your country 
school on the National Register of Historic 
Places.  (11:30-12:00)                                                                    
-- Lynda Schwan, Oklahoma National Register 
Program Coordinator, Oklahoma City, OK.                                                                                       
--Ronni Pue,  Historian and Cultural 
Anthropologist, Fredericksburg, TX                                                              
--Loretta Jackson, African American Historian, 
Grady County, OK 

  

12:00 LUNCH     *** End of Silent Auction ***     

1:00 
PLENARY SESSION: Cherokee Nation 
Educational History                                                     
-- Dr. Richard Allen, Cherokee Nation 

    

2:00 

ROUNDTABLE:  Programs in Living 
History Schoolhouses  (2:00-3:00)                                                                   
-- Nancy Hughes, Schoolmarm,                      
   Pittsboro One Room School 

The Schoolhouse that the Community Built 
Twice  (2:00-2:30)                                                                                                                             

-- Jim Argo ,Chairman,  Edmond Historic Trust             
Edmond, OK                                                                                          
-- George Winters, Architect, Edmond, OK                                                                                                                             
-- Beverly Terry, Treasurer, Edmond Historic 
Trust, Edmond, OK    

___________________________________ 
Oklahoma’s First 1889 Territorial School:  
What Do You Do When You Are Given the 
Keys?  (2:30-3:00)                                                                                                                        

-- Jena Mottola, Executive Director, Edmond 
Historical Society, Edmond, OK                                                                

  

3:00 BREAK      
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Tuesday, June 22, 2010 (con't) 

Time Ballroom                                                  Regents Room                                               

3:30-
5:00 

Campus Walking Tour:  άCǊƻƳ hhL/D ǘƻ 
¦{!hΥ ! WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛƴ ¢ƛƳŜέ Take a walking 
tour of the university founded in 1908 as 
the Oklahoma Industrial Institute and 
College for Girls (OOICG). For the past 
several years, U.S. News and World 
Report has rated USAO as one of the best 
public comprehensive 
baccalaureate colleges in the western 
half of the United States.  Seventeen of 
its buildings are on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Tour guide:                                                                       
-- Dr. Hobbs, Interim Chancellor, University of 
Science and the Arts of Oklahoma.  

    

5:00 BREAK     

5:30 DINNER and ANNUAL MEETING     

7:00 

ENTERTAINMENT     

ά! wƻƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΣέ the history of the 
Verden Separate One Room Schoolhouse. 
Written and directed by W. Jerome 
Stevenson, performed by DeLanie Brewer.                                                 
-- Bruce T. Fisher 

    

  Wednesday, June 23, 2010  

Time wƻŎƪȅ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ƻǳǊ .ǳǎ Comments   

7:30ς 
8:00 

OFF-SITE WORKSHOP   

Light continental breakfast on board 

  

Board bus, USAO parking lot behind 
Student Center  

  

8:45: 
ς 9:30 

Stoney Point Schoolhouse -- Harn 
Homestead Museum, Oklahoma City 

Travel with Tim Poteete, Oklahoma 
Historian, Museum of the Great Plains 

  

10:00 
ς 

10:45 

1889 Territorial Schoolhouse ς Edmond 
Historical Society Museum, Edmond 

Present CSAA National Schoolhouse 
Registry Plaque  

  

11:45 
ς 

12:30 

Rose Hill School ς Cherokee Strip 
Museum, Perry 

    

12:45 
ς 1:30 

LUNCH ς Ditch Witch Museum, Perry Catered box lunch   

3:00 ς 
3:45 

Gant School ς Chisholm Trail Museum, 
Kingfisher 

    

4:15 ς 
5:00 

Possum Holler School ς Canadian County 
Museum, El Reno 

    

5:15 ς 
6:15 

DINNERς Melanie’s Trolley Stop Café,         
El Reno 

Travel by trolley to dinner in downtown   

7:00 Depart bus, USAO parking lot     
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2009-2010 CSAA Board of Directors 

 
 
Dr. Lucy Townsend, Executive Director  
Blackwell History of Education Museum  
Learning Center, Gabel Hall  
Northern Illinois University  
De Kalb, Illinois 60115  
 
Dr. Mark Dewalt, Treasurer  
Winthrop University  
106 Withers / WTS  
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29733  
 
Dr. Mary E. Outlaw, Secretary 
Berry College  
Rome, Georgia 
 
Suzanne Daniel, Director  
Livonia, Michigan  

 
Dr. Veronica Ent, Director  
Latrobe, Pennsylvania  

 
Susan Fineman, Director ( Newsletter)  
Nashua, New Hampshire 

 
Gloria Hawkins, Director  
Leawood, Kansas 

 
Nancy Hughes, Director (Schoolhouse Program Award)   
Avon, Indiana  

 
Maureen O'Connor Leach, Director   
Mt. Holly, New Jersey 

 
Richard Lewis, Director (Website & Schoolhouse Registry) 
League City, Texas 
 
William Sherman, Director (Preservation Grant)  
Des Moines, Iowa 
 
Sarah Uthoff, Director (Listserv)  
Iowa City, Iowa  
 
Susan Webb, Director  
Birmingham, Alabama  
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CSAA Conference Session Descriptions 
Monday, June 21, 2010 

 
REGISTRATION and BREAKFAST 

 
Ballroom 
8:00 a.m. ς 8:45 a.m.   
Second floor, Student Center  
University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma 

 

 

 
WELCOME and KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

 

 
Ballroom 
8:50 a.m. ς 10:00 a.m.         

 
Growing up in the Country and Attending a One Room School 

Dr. Ernest Holloway 
 
Dr. Holloway was born in Boley, Oklahoma, one of the all black towns in Oklahoma. Upon graduation from 
Boley High School, he continued his education at Langston University, an all-black land-grant university, 
with a degree in Vocational Agriculture Education.  He received his master's degree from Oklahoma State 
University in 1955 in Science Education, and the doctorate from the University of Oklahoma in 1970 in 
Higher Education Administration.  He has done additional studies at the University of California, Berkeley, 
and the Ohio State University. 
 
In 1963 he accepted employment at Langston serving as Assistant Professor of Biology, Professor of 
Education, Acting President, and Interim President. He was elected the fourteenth President of Langston 
University on October 10, 1979.  After twenty-five years of service, he began his role as President-
Emeritus on August 1, 2005 and officially retired July 2006. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

      BREAK 

 
10:00 a.m. ς 10:30 a.m.      
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MONDAY PLENARY SESSION 
 

Session 1, Ballroom   Promoting Schoolhouse Preservation 
10:30 a.m. ς 11:00 a.m. 
 
This narrated video/pictorial presentation highlights the history and activities of the Country School 

Association of American and its importance in the preservation of American one-room/country schools. 

The program will outline how the CSAA was organized, how it is structured, details regarding 

membership, the awards and prizes offered by the CSAA, the county school registry, the CSAA website 

and newsletter, plans for the future, and the activities of our members in programming and preservation 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ 

country schools today, particularly museums and living history programs. 

    Presenter:   Susan C. Fineman 
Re-Living History Teacher,                                                           
District #1 Schoolhouse, Nashua, NH 

    Presider:  Bill Sherman 
      Preservation Iowa, Des Moines, IA   
  
 

 

               

 
 
                $500 CSAA grant to restore a                      National                    Restoration of Belleview          
                country school near Big Arm,                   Schoolhouse               District #68 School in                 
                Montana                                                     Registry        Caldwell, Kansas                     
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MONDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 
Session 2, Ballroom   ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ [ǳƴŎƘ:  An Enriched Paper 
11:00 a.m. ς 11:30 a.m.    
What did rural school students carry their lunches in and how did their food change over time? Did 
students wash their hands, and how was it accomplished without running water? Where did students 
eat?  When they sat at their desks, how did ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎΚ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ LΩƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƙƻǘ 
lunch and how rural schools attempted to provide a hot lunch through. Unexpectedly this was a political 
issue. One of the weapons the leaders of consolidation leveled at one-room schools was the lack of a hot 
lunch. This will be an updated report of my findings in what I hope will be a long-term project. 
    Presenter:   Sarah S. Uthoff, Reference Librarian 

Kirkwood Community College Library, Cedar Rapids, IA 
    Presider: Susan Webb, Traveling Schoolmarm 
      Birmingham, AL 
 

 
 

Session 3, Regents Room  ¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΥ  
11:00 a.m. ς 11:30 a.m.   Recording Their Stories through Photography 
The camera captures only what is in front of it. The photographer must provide the ideas. There is no 
recipe for creativity but there are ways of seeing that can be helpful. The photographer should begin with 
questions: How can I share what I see? What do I want the viewer to remember about this school? What 
makes this school unique and different from many others? What is the best way to tell its story? This 
presenter will address these questions, using country schoolhouse photographs as illustrations. She will 
also provide some of the basic rules and tips of photography. The presentation will enable participants to 
capture more than just nice country schoolhouse snapshots. 

Presenter:   Gloria Hawkins, Country School Photo Documentarian &  
Retired Elementary Educator, Leawood, KS 

Presider:  Dr. Lucy Townsend, Curator, Blackwell History of Education 
Museum, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL 

 

 
 
Session 4, Annex   Using Literature to Enhance Historical Programming 
11:00 a.m. ς 11:30 a.m.  in Country Schools 
Young visitors to country schools and other living history centers often do not have the experiential 
background to understand and appreciate the role that country schools played in the education of 
students during earlier years.  The country school staff and the teachers of young visitors are challenged 
to provide adequate context and perspective in the limited time available.   The staff and teachers find 
themselves attempting to relate history that was real for their parents or grandparents and seek to make 
it come alive for the young visitors. The objective of this presentation is to share with participants a 
variety of books that will support their work with country schools and assist them in providing important 
learning experiences for their young visitors. 

Presenter: Dr. Mary E. Outlaw, Director, Field Experiences and Student 
Teaching, Berry College, Rome, GA 

    Presider: bŀƴŎȅ IǳƎƘŜǎΣ άaƛǎǎ 9ƭƭƛŜΣέ tƛǘǘǎōƻǊƻ hƴŜ wƻƻƳ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
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MONDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 

Session 5, Ballroom   Restoring the Verden Separate One Room School 
11:30 a.m. ς 12:00 noon 
This presenter will explain the steps she took to restore the Verden Separate School built by Allen Toles, 
an African American farmer, circa 1910, near Verden, Oklahoma. The presenter will explain how she and 
her friends raised money for the project from local and state funders, had the school moved by truck in 
2004, and finished a full restoration in 2007. The goal was to preserve a portion of the rich African 
American heritage, culture and education of Oklahoma. 
    Presenter: Loretta A.  Jackson, African American Historian, 
      Grady County, Oklahoma 

Presiders: Catharin Lewis, Curator, West Bay Common School   
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ, League City, TX    

 

 
 
Session 6, Regents Room  Caution, Children Ahead: Traveling to Amish Schools in  
11:30 a.m. ς 12:00 noon  the Twenty-First Century 
Many children walked to country schools in the United States and Canada before cars and buses became 
common place, and today many students still walk to country schools. To replace closed public country 
schools, the Amish and Mennonites have established an extensive network of schools. As of 2010, over 
eighteen hundred Amish and Mennonite country schools serve over fifty thousand pupils in two states 
and in the province of Ontario, Canada. Few people know the dangers faced by the Amish or Mennonite 
school-bound travelers on a daily basis. This presentation will give a brief overview of Amish culture and 
schools before delving into the accidents and wrecks experienced by our country-school neighbors.  

Presenter:   Dr.  Mark Dewalt,  Director of the Center for Pedagogy, 
                           Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC 
Presider:      Dr. Veronica Ent, Education Department Chair Person,  

  Saint Vincent College, Latrobe, PA 
 

 
 

Session 7, Annex Mashpee One Room Schoolhouse (DVD)   
11:30 a.m. ς 12:00 noon 
As a follow-ǳǇ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎƘǇŜŜΣ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ муом ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊ 
will show and discuss his DVD, Mashpee one Room Schoolhouse, where for seventy years Mashpee 
Wampanoag children received their education.  The DVD will narrate its history and show the 2008  
relocation of the building, the 2009 opening celebration, and some scenes of the first group of Mashpee 
third graders touring the school in June 2009. 

Presenter:       Frank Lloyd, President, Mashpee One-Room    
 Schoolhouse Preservation Council, Inc.   

Presider: Gloria Hawkins, Country School Photo Documentarian, 
Leawood, KS 
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MONDAY LUNCH 
 
Ballroom Oral History Interviews that Document and Preserve  
12:00 noon ς 1:30 p.m.   the History of One-Room Schools  (Video)            
In anticipation of the centennial celebration of the Verden Separate School, the Loretta Y. Jackson-African 
American Historical Society launched a project to collect oral histories by former students and teachers in 
one room schools.  These interviews document the collective memory of early education in Oklahoma.  It 
is our hope that by collecting the oral histories of individuals who attended or taught in one room schools 
from across Oklahoma and beyond, that the general public will know more about and appreciate these 
early educational efforts.  Persons who contributed their memories of life in one room schools will share 
lunch with us and watch the video.  
 

Produced and Directed:  Loretta Y. Jackson.  
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MONDAY WORKSHOP 

    
Session 8, Ballroom   Recreate the Visual Stereographs Used in Early Schools 
1:30 p.m. ς 2:30 p.m.    
Stereo views were used in early education to offer children with limited travel opportunities to view, 
discuss, and reflect on images taken around the world.  This workshop offers docents and schoolmarms 
ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǘƻ άƭŜŀǊƴ ōȅ 
ǎŜŜƛƴƎέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜΦ  !Řǳƭǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ ǎuggest that in 
some cases older children and adults decline in personal motivation and interest when returning to a 
learning experience for the multiple times.  An activity developed to increase object learning and deeper 
processing while teaching about a popular visual aid from the 1920s may re-stimulate returning older 
learners as well as captivate new learners.     

Leader:   Dr. Veronica Ent, Education Department Chair Person,       
Saint Vincent College, Latrobe, PA  

Presider: Dr. Mary Outlaw, Director, Field Experiences and Student 
Teaching,  Berry College, Rome, GA 

 

MONDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 
Session 9, Regents Room  Future Farmers of America and the Country Schools 
1:30 p.m. ς 2:00 p.m.    
This presentation will explore the importance of agricultural education training in small rural schools in 
Oklahoma from 1928 until the present.  It will emphasize the role the training played in elevating the 
agricultural base in the state of Oklahoma and how the accompanying FFA organization became an 
integral part of the leadership development of the program.  We will also discuss the current emphasis of 
Agricultural Education in high schools and how FFA members development their leadership potential 
which in turn supports their local community, state, and country. 

Presenter: Kendall Brashears, Executive Director,    
Oklahoma FFA Foundation 

    Presider: David L. Burton, University of Missouri Extension,   
      Springfield, MO 
 

 
 

Session 10, Annex   Decorate the School and Invite the Neighbors: 
1:30 p.m. ς 2:00 p.m.   Programs in the One Room School     
This research-based presentation will cover several aspects of school programs or open houses including 
decorating the schoolroom during certain times of the year, social events in conjunction with the 
program, and the sources of songs, skits and projects that were put on display.  The research basis for this 
presentation includes archival research of student or teacher diaries and teaching materials, and oral 
history interviews with students and teachers of one-room schools.  Although most programs included 
ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻǊ άŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  
    Presenter:   Dr. Pamela Stover, Southern Illinois University Carbondale 

Presider: Sarah S. Uthoff, Reference Librarian 
Kirkwood Community College Library, Cedar Rapids, IA 
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MONDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

 
Session 11, Regents Room  Margaret Larason, Dust Bowl Schoolmarm 
2:00 p.m. ς 2:30 p.m. 
Robert Edmondson's grandmother taught in rural schools among the wheat fields of Ellis County, 
Oklahoma.  He will present her experiences teaching in a one-room school in 1934-1935, when rural 
Oklahoma was being devastated by the Great Depression and Dustbowl.    

Presenter:   Dr. Robert Edmondson, Service-Learning Coordinator, 
University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma 

Presider: Susan C. Fineman, Re-Living History Teacher,                    
District #1 Schoolhouse, Nashua, NH 

 

 
 
Session 12, Annex   Certifying and Grading the Country Schoolteacher 
2:00 p.m. ς 2:30 p.m. 
This presentation will describe how teachers were certified to teach in country schools in Iowa. The 
classification of first, second and third grade certificates will be reviewed and the criteria used to 
determine each of these types of certificates will be outlined. My understanding is this 
classification for certification was used in other states besides Iowa. Sample certificates issued in Iowa 
from the 1870s through the 1920s will be shown.  Questions from an 1890 teacher certification exam will 
be given to participants. 
    Presenter:   Bill Sherman, Preservation Iowa, 
      Des Moines, IA 
    Presider: Suzanne Daniel, Historian and Docent, Greenmead   
      Historical Park, Livonia, MI 
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MONDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 
Session 13, Ballroom   The Preservation of Twelve Texas Country Schools τ 
2:30 p.m. ς 3:00 p.m.    A Grassroots Effort  
 
At one time, Gillespie County, Texas had 44 country schools, 12 of which were owned by the school 
district. This presenter chaired a group of citizens who successfully preserved 12 schools. This grassroots 
effort not only kept these buildings in the public domain, but more importantly amended the Texas 
constitution to allow the transfer of these properties from public school districts to other public or private 
 non-profit entities for preservation and community use. This presenter will talk about how a small group 
can be effective and have a state-wide impact. The group did not have a lot of money and did not spend a 
lot of money, but used all possible resources, groups and media to get the word out. They even built a 
parade float and participated in 10 parades to get the word out about Proposition 13, the amendment 
every registered Texan would have to vote on before the constitution could be amended. 

 
Presenter:   Ronni Pue, Historian and Cultural Anthropologist, 

Fredericksburg, TX   
    Presider:   Dr. Mark Dewalt, Director of the Center for Pedagogy, 

Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC 
  

 
 
Session 14, Regents Room  
2:30 p.m. ς 3:00 p.m.    Music in the One Room School 
 
This presenter will use a variety of musical instruments used in country schools to teach the songs that 
rural children sang. Tentative Participants will be invited to sing along and to learn some of the songs that 
they might use in their own historical reenactments.  
     

Presenter: Dr. Dan Hanson, University of Science and Arts of 
      Oklahoma  

Presider: Dr. Pamela Stover, Coordinator of Music Education and 
Assistant Professor, Southern Illinois University, 

      Carbondale, IL 

 

Session 15, Annex   Schooldays in Grady County Oklahoma 
2:30 p.m. ς 3:00 p.m.   Rememberances From 3 One Room Schools 
    
Stories and pictures from a local Oklahoma farm girl who attended 3 one room schools as she grew up in 
rural Oklahoma    
     

Presenter: Marjorie Collins Souders 
     Presider: Cynthia W. Anderson, Retired Elementary School Principal  
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MONDAY FIELD TRIP 

Monday               Tour and Reception    
3:15 p.m. ς 4:30 p.m.  

 

 

       
                                         Before                                                  After 

 
Tour the restored Verden Separate School, 315 Ada Sipuel Ave., Chickasha, OK.  
Reception hosted by the members of the Loretta Y. Jackson - African American Historical 
Society.  Meet outside the Student Center for shuttle bus. 

An African American farmer, Allen Toles, acquired land through the Homestead Act of 1862, and took 
possession on May 14, 1909.  The farm is located south of the small town of Verden, Oklahoma, a 
predominately white community then and now. TolesΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ land was a monumental 
achievement.  Of the more than 1.3 million homestead entries filed before 1900, only about half 
received a patent.  
 

The rural one-room school, Verden Separate School, was established oƴ ¢ƻƭŜǎΩ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мф10. 
Parents provided room and board for the teacher. Children walked from their farm homes to school. 
They had fewer school days since they were expected to work in the fields with their parents during 
planting and harvest, therefore often attended only when time and weather did not permit laboring in 
the fields. In the summer of 1935, Verden Separate School was consolidated with Lincoln Separate 
School in Chickasha, and Verden closed.  
 

Upon learning that the school, a uniquely historical building, was to be torn down and further learning 
that it was the only remaining one-room school built on African American land for African American 
children, Loretta Jackson began to envision an exciting project that would include the moving, 
preservation, and restoration of this important part of early Grady County and Oklahoma African 
American history. 

Transportation provided by: 

 

 

 

 



21 
 

MONDAY DINNER & ENTERTAINMENT 
 

Ballroom Anadarko Public Schools Dance Troupe 
5:30 p.m. David Sullivan, Director of Indian Education Programs 

Anadarko, OK 
 
  

 

 
!ƴŀŘŀǊƪƻ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ LƴŘƛŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 5ŀƴŎŜ ¢ǊƻǳǇŜ 
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CSAA Conference Session Descriptions 
Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

 
BREAKFAST and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Ballroom 

8:00 a.m. ς 8:45 a.m.  *** Start of the Silent Auction *** 
 
 

TUESDAY PANEL DISCUSSION 
 

Session 16, Ballroom   Education Among the Earliest Americans  
 8:45 a.m. ς 9:45 a.m.  
Native American education was historically progressive with mission schools, boarding schools, and 
seminaries as well as rural country schools.  A panel that includes Tribal education directors, historians 
and archivists will discuss Native American educational history, tribal history as well as schools, both 
current and historical.   

Panelists:   Jim Smith, Superintendent, Elmore City-Pernell Schools 
Education Directors / Historians from the Choctaw Tribe   
  and Chickasaw Nation  

Presider: Cynthia W. Anderson, Retired Elementary School Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chemawa Vocational Based Indian School 
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TUESDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 

Session 17, Ballroom   Time, Imagination and the One-Room Schoolhouse 
9:45 a.m. ς 10:15 a.m. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ŜŜ IŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ ƻƴŜ-room schoolhouse in Moore Oklahoma of the 
мфслΩǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǳƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
War II.  So children were constantly told stories of the war and saw it re-fought over and over in movies 
and on TV.  At that time, Kindergarten was typically for half a day and perhaps because of this the so-
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ  With little 
else to do, when the children were outside on breaks they played using the schoolhouse itself.  In their 
imaginations it could become anything.  Their imaginations were fired by the war their parents had 
fought. 

Presenter: Dr. Lee Hester, Director of American Indian Studies, 
University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma 

    Presider: Dr. Veronica Ent, Department of Education Chair ,   
      Saint Vincent College, La Trobe, PA  
 

 
 
 
Session 18, Regents Room  Ciphering, Fun, and Community 
9:45 a.m. ς 10:15 a.m. 
The history of rural education intersects with many things we are familiar with: rural electric cooperatives, 
the WPA, 4-IΣ ǘƘŜ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭǳƴŎƘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘool busing. Join 
David Burton, Civic Communication Specialist with MU Extension in southwest Missouri, and author of the 
book, A History of Rural Schools in Greene County, Mo. This presentation consists of a slide presentation 
of one-room schools in Greene County, Missouri to detail the qualities that helped country schools fulfill 
their mission despite limitations and a lack of amenities. Burton does community development work and 
will also address how partnerships have helped this project over the past 10 years and how basic media 
relations efforts helped both research and funding efforts. 
    Presenter: David L. Burton, Civic Communications Specialist,   
      University of Missouri Extension, Green County, MO 

Presider: Gloria Hawkins, Country School Photo Documentarian, 
Leawood, KS  

 

 
 

BREAK 

 
10:15 a.m. ς 10:30 a.m.  *** Visit Silent Auction *** 
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TUESDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

 
Session 19, Ballroom   From the Back Roads of Oklahoma to Alabama to North Carolina   
10:30 a.m. ς 11:00 a.m.  Thank You, Mr. Rosenwald 
This presenter will step back to the days of the early twentieth century to explore the impact of one of 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊising school campaigns. Rosenwald was the early twentieth century president of 
Sears, Roebuck and Company, was a German-Jewish immigrant and a visionary.  From 1913 until 1923, he 
helped blanket 15 southern states, beginning in Alabama, with over 5,300 schools, many of them having 
one or two rooms for African Americans. His matching grant and community sharing plan also included 
the building of 200 teacher homes, 163 workshops and five industrial schools, accommodating 663,615 
students. By 1928, one in every five rural schools for African American students in the South was a 
Rosenwald school. This presentation will introduce Rosenwald and his humanitarian undertaking, which 
also impacted school construction in the North. 
    Presenter:   Susan Webb, Traveling Schoolmarm, Birmingham, AL 
    Presider:   Loretta Jackson, African American Historian,   
      Grady County, OK 
 

 
 
Session 20, Regents Room  The Country Schoolteachers of DeKalb County, IL: 
10:30 a.m. ς 11:00 a.m.  A Reassessment 
Between 1838 and 1957, DeKalb County, Illinois trustees hired 3,018 teachers for 160 one-room schools 
scattered throughout 18 townships. Last year this presenter compared eight widely held beliefs about 
one-room country schoolmarms with evidence of ǎŎƘƻƻƭƳŀǊƳǎΩ lives in DeKalb County. The presenter 
selected school Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ 5ŜYŀƭō /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ му ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƻ make the comparisons. This year, she 
will broaden the scope of the data to include teachers in two more townships. Rather than simply 
ŎƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ service in a single school, she will extend the search to see whether 
teachers taught in other county schools as well. Such an analysis is designed to encourage one-room 
school re-enactors to collaborate with local historical societies to gather and analyze local historical data 
for their interpretations of the lives of country schoolmarms. 

Presenter:   Dr. Lucy Townsend, Curator, Blackwell History of Education 
Museum, Professor, LEPF Dept., Northern Illinois University, 
DeKalb, IL 

Presider: Susan C. Fineman, Re-Living History Teacher,                    
District #1 Schoolhouse, Nashua, NH 
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TUESDAY WORKSHOP 

 
Session 21, Ballroom   .ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊŜŜ wΩǎΥ                     
11:00 a.m. ς 12:00 noon  Teaching Meaningful Lessons in the Old Schoolhouse 
wŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ΨwƛǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ΨwƛǘƘƳŜǘƛŎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪōƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ 
ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ά/ŀǊǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣέ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀctual geography lesson plan from 1887.  Attendees will take 
part in the program, participating in map-making and group work.  Experiencing this interactive program 
will show how it meets so many curriculum links for grades 3 to 6.  The outcomes for teachers include 
encouraging students to work in groups, problem solve, and present information and opinions to a larger 
group.  Afterwards, attendees will be able to discuss how these programs could fit into their instructional 
situations and offer their own perspectives on keeping school programming educational, interesting, and 
relevant to school groups. 
    Leader:   Jennifer Beauchamp, Curator, Thames Valley 
             Museum School, Burgessville, Ontario, CA 
    Presider:   Sarah S. Uthoff, Reference Librarian, Kirkwood 
      Community College Library 
 
 

TUESDAY CONCURRENT SESSION 
 

Session 22, Regents Room   Belleview Schoolhouse Restoration Project   
11:00 a.m. ς 11:30 a.m.  
The Belleview Schoolhouse Restoration Project was conceived by Mike and Valerie Brunhoeber in 
September 2009. The project involves restoring and rehabilitating what is known as the District 68, or 
Belleview, schoolhouse. We estimate the school was built in 1879. The school operated until 1958 with 
minor modifications. After closing as a school, the building was used by the Caldwell Township as a polling 
place until 1998. Then the door was locked and the schoolhouse was abandoned. 
 
Our aim is to restore this schoolhouse to the most original form possible, while respecting the minor 
changes which were made during the depression years.  We will operate this school as a sort of living 
museum, encouraging area school children to visit and get a hands-on experience within a real one- room 
school. It will also be available for meetings, family or neighborhood gatherings, birthday parties, and 
events similar to those which took place a century ago. The setting at our farm very closely duplicates the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǳǇ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ Ƙƛƭƭ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳǎǘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ privacy, 
but close enough to allow maintenance and protection. 
    Presenters:   Mike and Valerie Brunhoeber, Preservationists 

Caldwell, KS 
Presider: Dr. Mary Outlaw, Director, Field Experiences and Student 

Teaching,  Berry College, Rome, GA 
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TUESDAY PANEL DISCUSSION 
 
Session 23, Regents Room   Getting Your Building on the National Register of   
11:30 a.m. ς 12:00 noon  Historic Places 
History is all around us. It is preserved in almost 400 national parks and in every city, town, and village. It includes 
everything from remnants of ancient peoples to 1940s comic books to the stirring stories of traumatic fires, 
hurricanes, and earthquakes. It also includes buildings as plain and ordinary as one-room country schools.  What is 
the value of having your country school included on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)? How do you go 

about it?  These panelists will address these questions by discussing how they managed to have their prized 
historic buildings included in the NRHP.     

Panelists:       Lynda Schwan, Oklahoma National Register Program   
       Coordinator, Oklahoma City, OK 

Ronni Pue, Historian and Cultural Anthropologist,  
   Fredericksburg, TX      
Loretta Jackson, African American Historian, Grady 

         County, OK 
Presider:   Dr. Lucy Townsend, Curator, Blackwell History of   

Education Museum, Northern Illinois University,    
DeKalb, IL 

 
 

TUESDAY LUNCH 
 
Ballroom   
12:00 noon ς 1:00 p.m.   *** End of Silent Auction ***     

 
 
 

TUESDAY PLENARY SESSION 
 

Session 24, Ballroom   Cherokee Nation Educational History 
1:00p.m. ς 2:00p.m. 
This session will deal with the history of Cherokee Nation education from the early days to modern times.  
It promises to be an enlightening presentation from a fascinating personality and provide new insights to 
all those who attend.  Clearly a bonus to having our conference in Oklahoma-Native America this year.  

Presenter:   Dr. Richard Allen, Policy Analyst, Cherokee Nation 
Presider:  Richard Lewis, Preservationist,                                                

West Bay Common School Museum, League City, TX 
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TUESDAY ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
    
Session 25, Ballroom   Programs in Living History Schoolhouses  
2:00 p.m. ς 3:00 p.m.      
It is suggested that the attendees who plan to participate come prepared to share these points: 
 

1. Describe your site and program in three minutes:  location, era, and target audiences. 
2. Tell length of program and subject matter or topics taught with groups. 
3. Discuss qualifications and training for staff/volunteers. 
4. Discuss special community outreach opportunities and the school. 
5. Discuss funding and fees. 
6. Discuss building care and maintenance. 
7. Discuss issues and concerns about your program. 
8. Discuss awards given and earned by the school and staff. 
9. Discuss additional points generated by the discussion. 
 
Please bring program guides and materials including literature, websites, and photos of your project or 
school. We have the experts, so all we need is to share ideas! 

Presider:   bŀƴŎȅ IǳƎƘŜǎΣ άaƛǎǎ 9ƭƭƛŜΣ {ŎƘƻƻƭƳŀǊƳΣέ 
Pittsboro One Room School 
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TUESDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 
Session 26, Regents Room  The Schoolhouse That the Community Built Twice 
2:00 p.m. ς 2:30 p.m.   
The Edmond Historic Preservation Trust has restored the first schoolhouse built in Oklahoma Territory 
following the April 22 Land Run of 1889.  The presenters will tell how the whole community went together 
to build this wooden school by using the labor of community workers with lumber costing $35.00.  Now 
the schoolhouse has been restored and is serving Edmond as the 1889 Territorial School House.  Again, 
the community raised the money and helped in every bit of the restoration from sanding walls to 
painting.  Today the school is completed and is used for the community children to attend school in the 
1889 fashion.  It is a community project in preservation. The presentation team plans to show before and 
after photos of the school and discuss the problems they faced in restoring the building. 

Presenters:   Jim Argo, Chairman, Edmond Historic Preservation Trust 
George Winters, Architect, Edmond, OK  
Beverly Terry, Treasurer, Edmond Historic Preservation Trust   

Presider: Bill Sherman, Preservation Iowa, Des Moines, IA  
 

 
 

Session 27, Regents Room  hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ му89 Territorial School:                                            
2:30 p.m. ς 3:00 p.m.    What Do You Do When You Are Given the Keys?   
The Edmond Historical Society and Museum will discuss all aspects of educational programming in a living 
history setting ranging from the curriculum creation to the outreach and publicity.   
 
ω Where do you start when you are handed the keys to a fully restored one room schoolhouse 
ω Site visits to local schoolhouses 
ω Curriculum Development 
ω Arranging focus group/gathering feedback/create clear goals and objectives 
ω Community outreach  
ω Fine tuning and systems 
 
     Presenters:   Jena Mottola, Executive Director 
             Christine Gibson, Special Projects Manager 

Melissa Michie, Schoolmarm. 
Presider:   Susan Webb, Traveling Schoolmarm, Birmingham, AL 
 

 

 
  
 

BREAK 
 

3:00 p.m. ς 3:30 p.m.   
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TUESDAY CAMPUS WALKING TOUR 

 
3:30 p.m. ς 5:00 p.m.   From OOICG to USAO: A Journey in Time    

 
Take a walking tour of the university founded in 1908 as the Oklahoma Industrial Institute and College 
for Girls (OOICG). For the past several years, U.S. News and World Report has rated USAO as one of the 
best public comprehensive baccalaureate colleges in the western half of the United States. Seventeen of 
its buildings are on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 

Tour Guide:   Dr. Hobbs, Interim Chancellor,     
   University of Science and the Arts of Oklahoma.  

 

 
TUESDAY DINNER 

 
Ballroom    Followed by CSAA Annual Meeting  
5:30 p.m.   
 

 
TUESDAY ENTERTAINMENT 

    
Ballroom A Room with Vision, 
7:00 p.m. 

   
 
 
 
 
Written and directed by theatre artist W. Jerome Stevenson, 
performed by DeLanie Brewer, at the centennial celebration           
of the Verden Separate School 
 
-- Presenter:  Bruce T. Fisher 

 

   
W. Jerome Stevenson 
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CSAA Conference Session Descriptions 
Wednesday, June 23, 2010 

 
WEDNESDAY OFF-SITE WORKSHOP 

 
Offsite 
8:00 a.m. ς 7:00 p.m.   The Smaller the Museum, The Bigger the Heart    
 
This optional, full-day workshop is designed for museum professionals and education history enthusiasts 
interested in a working session with significant group interaction.  You are offered the opportunity to 
learn from people in the field and experience first-hand how country schools and their histories are 
preserved in the southwestern United States, including Native American and African American 
contributions. 
 
For the first time, our very popular post conference Schoolhouse tour will be an all-inclusive workshop.  
We will be accompanied on the tour by Tim Poteete, an Oklahoma Historian who will offer vignettes, as 
we travel, that will create a window into Oklahoma history.  This workshop will encompass educational 
visits to the Harn Homestead, Cherokee Strip Museum and Chisholm Trail Museum along with two other 
historic schoolhouse sites and an old town trolley ride (to a private dinner).  

 
Pre-registration required; participation limited. 
$45 Workshop Fee - (all meals, transportation and tours included) 
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PARTICIPANT BIOGRAPHIES and CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 
Richard L. Allen 

Email:  rallen@cherokee.org 

A graduate of the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Dr. Allen has been employed with the Cherokee Nation since 1982 and has held several 

positions within the Nation.  He was also an English teacher; higher education counselor and curriculum coordinator. He has an MBA in Tribal 

Management; and has served as a senior research associate in an Indian education firm. Allen is a Marine Vietnam veteran.  Jesse Brown, 

Secretary, U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs, appointed him to the VA Education Advisory Committee (1996-2001).  He also serves as area 

chair, American Indians Today, Southwest Texas/American Popular Culture Association; Executive Committee, Southwest Center for Human 

Relations Studies, University of Oklahoma. 

 

Cynthia W. Anderson 

Email: anderson2425@sbcglobal.net 

Cynthia W. Anderson was born in Chickasha, Oklahoma.  Upon graduation from Stuttgart American High School in Stuttgart, Germany, she 

continued her education at the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma with two degrees in Music Education (1978) and Business 

Administration (1983).  She received her masterôs degree from the University of Oklahoma in Norman, Oklahoma in Educational Administration 

(1986).  She accepted employment at Anadarko Public Schools (1981) as an elementary/middle school vocal music teacher and in 1988 at 

Lawton Public Schools.  In 1993 she was appointed Elementary Principal and received numerous recognitions and awards including,  

Distinguished Achievement Award Nominee (1993-94), recognized by USA Today for her successful implementation of the HOST Language 

Arts Program, Outstanding Leadership Recognition from the State Superintendent, statewide award for studentsô health program, ñPreventive 

Lifestyles for Active Youthò (2005), named as the Milken Family Foundation National Educator, and awarded Great Expectations ñModel 

School Statusò (2006).  Cynthia retired from public education in 2007 after twenty-five years of service.  At present, she serves as board 

member for the Loretta Y. Jackson-African American Historical Society, in Chickasha, providing newsletters, brochures and grant writing. 

 

Jim Argo 

Email:  jargophoto@aol.com 

Jim began his photojournalism career while a student at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas. He worked for two Texas newspapers 

before moving to Oklahoma City and the largest state newspaper, The Daily Oklahoman, and the Oklahoma City Times, in 1963. He soon 

developed a passion for photographing the Oklahoma landscape and its people, winning national and international awards for his photography 

and writing. His freelance assignments have included major news magazines, such as Business Week, Newsweek, Time, National Geographic 

and several smaller publications. Argo was the photographer for the 2006 Oklahoma Impressions, and 2007 Oklahoma City Impressions.  He 

co-authored three books published by the Oklahoma Historical Society and was a major contributor to 14 other books on Oklahoma. He was 

inducted into the Oklahoma Journalism Hall of fame in 1997. Argo retired as The Oklahoman photo editor in 2003.   

 

Jennifer Beauchamp 

Email: info@museumschool.ca 

Jennifer is the curator of the Thames Valley Museum School in Burgessville, a village in southern Ontario, Canada.  After graduating from 

Carleton University in Ottawa, she completed a Masters in Art History at Concordia University in Montreal, specializing in museums.  She has 

worked at a railway museum, heritage house, agricultural museum and is now enjoying the challenges of a 1905 two room schoolhouse.  

Collections management and exhibits have been the main focus in most of her work, but increasingly the development and delivery of 

educational programming has become the major activity.  Leaving the quiet of the storage room for the hustle and bustle of the classroom has 

been a culture shock for a curator, but it's one that has been very rewarding.     

 

Kendall Brashears 

Email:  brashearskp@sbcglobal.net 

Kendall Brashears is currently serving as the Executive Director of the Oklahoma FFA Foundation.  He grew up on a small farm in central 

Oklahoma. His educational background includes both a Bachelorôs and Masterôs degree from Oklahoma State University and an Oklahoma 

Superintendent's certification. He taught Agricultural Education at the high school level for seven years and was a school administrator for 

twenty-one years.  His current responsibilities include the recruitment of both short and long term donors to provide financial support for the 

leadership development programs of the FFA in the state of Oklahoma. 

 

 

mailto:rallen@cherokee.org
anderson2425@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jargophoto@aol.com
mailto:info@museumschool.ca
mailto:brashearskp@sbcglobal.net
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Mike Brunhoeber 

Mike is a full-time farmer in rural Kansas that utilizes the no-till farming practice on a little over 2000 acres in a wheat-milo-soybean rotation.  

He and his wife Valerie run an operation with a neighbor, sharing equipment and labor.  Extensive soil conservation practices are utilized,    

with construction of waterways, terraces and native grass hay in the highly erodible areas.  This helps supplement the cow-calf side of their 

operation.  When not farming, he maintains the township roads by grading, ditching and replacing culverts. It is through the township work he 

acquired the Belleview schoolhouse. Passing by it many times on my way to the fields "out west", once he learned it must be moved to save it, 

he and his wife, took on the laborious task of relocating the 130 year old building to their farm for restoration.  He graded the five mile route 

home very carefully. By mid February this year the schoolhouse made it home safely. Of course, a few electric and utility lines had to be 

moved to allow the steep gable roof to pass by.  

 

Valerie Brunhoeber 

 Email:  cowgirlupgood@yahoo.com 

Valerie is a 25 year old stay at home mom with a 17 month old girl and 5 year old boy.   She and her husband Mike live in a very rural area of 

Kansas.  Since she was 8 years old her interests have been in horses. She rides Western, English, sidesaddle and even trick riding!  Training 

horses as well as working with troubled horses and their owners to improve their horsemanship is what she loves to do.  She has helped at 

therapeutic riding centers and rodeo bible camps. She is currently secretary for her saddle club as well as coordinator the childrenôs shows and 

rodeo royalty events.  When she was 14 her older brother was killed in a car accident and that spurred an interest to give presentations at 

schools about the importance of wearing your seat belt.  She is currently very busy with what it takes to save our schoolhouse!  It is mostly  

restored and she and her husband only started the project September of 2009. 

 

David L. Burton 

Email:  burtond@missouri.edu 

In 1998, as a member of the Greene County Historic Sites Board, David took on a task to research the one-room schools that still stood near 

Springfield, Mo. After 2 years of steady research, he had a book finished and seven buildings on the county historic sites list. Since that time, 

his research has led to other similar projects, books and community development efforts to restore these and other rural school buildings. 

David is a civic communication specialist with University of Missouri Extension and director of MU Extensionôs ñRural Schools History Projectò 

in southwest Missouri. He has undergraduate and masterôs degrees in political science and communication from Drury University. 

 

Mark Dewalt 

Email:  dewaltm@winthrop.edu 

Dr. Mark Dewalt is the Bank of America Professor at Winthrop University in Rock Hill, SC.  His research interests include Amish and Mennonite 

education, country schools, and Abraham Lincoln.  Mark is the author of two books:  Amish Education in the United States and Canada, and 

The Life and Times of Abe Lincoln:  A Coloring and Activity Book. 

 

Robert Edmondson 

Email:  redmondson@usao.edu 

A native Oklahoman, Dr. Edmondson earned a bachelorôs degree from Oklahoma City University, a masterôs degree in Asian Studies from the 

University of Texas at Austin, and a doctorate in anthropology from Michigan State University before returning to his home state to teach social 

science courses at the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma, a public liberal arts college.  He is also the service-learning and civic 

engagement coordinator, a position that allows him opportunities to be involved in unique projects such as the SCAA Annual Conference.  

Serendipitously, because his grandmother taught in rural schools among the wheat fields of Ellis County, Dr. Edmondson is able to take this 

opportunity to include her experiences teaching in a one-room school in 1934-1935, when life in rural Oklahoma was being devastated by the 

Great Depression and Dustbowl. 
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Veronica Ent 

Email:  veronica.ent@email.stvincent.edu 

Dr. Veronica I. Ent is the Education Department Chairperson, Director of Graduate Studies in Education and Associate Professor of Education 

at Saint Vincent College, Latrobe, PA. In addition to her administration roles, she instructs graduate courses in curriculum design, instructional 

technology, and visual thinking and learning.   Prior to joining Saint Vincent College, Dr. Ent was a high school librarian for Greensburg Salem 

School District for eight years. She completed her doctoral studies in 2001 at the University of Pittsburgh in Instructional Design and 

Technology where her research interests concentrated on human-computer interfacing, instructional media and design, and creativity in 

teaching.  In addition to her doctorate, Dr. Ent holds two master's degrees in Library Science and Art Education from Ohio University and a 

B.A. in Elementary Education from the University of Findlay.  She is currently a Pennsylvania and Ohio certified elementary education teacher, 

instructional technologist, and K-12 librarian. 

 

Susan Fineman 

Email:  scfineman@aol.com 

Susan Fineman is a retired educator and the schoolmarm in the District #1 Schoolhouse of Nashua, NH.  Editor of the CSAA Newsletter, she 

also serves on the Board of the Country School Association of American and is active in the Nashua Historical Society in which her 

schoolhouse resides.  

 

Bruce Fisher 

Email:  brucefisher@okhistory.org 

Bruce Fisher was born in Chickasha, OK.  He received a Bachelorôs degree in history from Langston University and a Fulbright-Hays 

Scholarship to study at the University of Ghana and the University of Nigeria in west Africa. He completed his Master's Degree in history from 

Texas Southern University in Houston, Texas.  Presently, Bruce is an Administrative Program Officer at the Oklahoma Historical Society and 

Curator for the development of the new African American exhibit. 

 

Christine Gibson 

Email:  cgisbon@coxinet.net 

Christine Gibson is the Special Projects Manager at the Edmond Historical Society & Museum.  For over two years she has over seen all 

educational programming for children and adults.  Mrs. Gibson promotes and manages the 1889 Territorial Schoolôs living history presentations 

and day events year round.  Along with the Schoolmarm she has adapted the curriculum to meet the PAS skills which is required through the 

Oklahoma department of education.  Mrs. Gibson comes to EHS with wide-ranging hands-on museum experience and an undergraduate 

degree in art history from Ohio University.  She currently resides in Oklahoma City with her husband.  

 

Dan Hanson 

Email:  dhanson@usao.edu 

Dr. Dan Hanson is a graduate of Texas Tech University and the University of North Texas with degrees in music theory and composition. After 

traveling full-time with the T. Gosney Thornton Band of Austin, Texas, he served as Director of Jazz Studies at South Plains College in 

Levelland, Texas from 1977 to 1984 and served as Jazz Band director at Lubbock Christian University from 1982 to 1984. Hanson has served 

as Director of Instrumental Ensembles at the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma since 1988. As a professor of music he earned the 

Regents Award for Superior Teaching at USAO in 2005 and again in 2007. As an entertainer, Hanson has performed with Bob Hope and many 

others. He continues to perform regularly throughout the area as a pianist-keyboardist, percussionist, bass guitarist and accordion player. He is 

a published composer with RBC Publications of San Antonio and enjoys composing formal works for concert band, choir and piano. 

 

Gloria Hawkins 

Email: GHaw013144@aol.com 

Love of photography leads her to photograph variety of subjects, but the one that captures her heart completely is country schoolhouses.  With 

a goal to document schools in every state, she has photographed several hundred in 33states.  With her photography she has been actively 

researching and recording school house stories for more than a decade, developing a body of work for which she has received honors and 

awards. She has exhibited them at numerous locations including the Country Schooling Conference at the University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA; 

University Museum, Northern Iowa University, Cedar Falls, IA; Iowa Historic Preservation Conferences; National Agricultural Hall of Fame, 

Bonner Springs, KS; Endres Gallery, Prairie Village, KS; Indian Creek Tech Center, Overland Park, Ks; Kansas Statewide Photo Exhibition, 

Lawrence, KS; and Kansas City, Kansas and West Wyandotte Libraries, KS. 
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Lee Hester (Thurman Lee Hester, Jr.) 

Email: fachesterl@usao.edu 

Dr. Hester is a citizen of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma.   Born and raised in Oklahoma, he is active in the Indian community of central 

Oklahoma and has served as a Chairman of the Board, Cultural Committee Chairman and President of the OK Choctaw Tribal Alliance.  In the 

national Indian community, he has served on the American Philosophical Associationôs Committee on American Indians in Philosophy, as a 

member of the Native Writerôs Circle of the Americas and is a long-time national caucus member of the Wordcraft Circle of Native Writers and 

Storytellers.   A philosophy Ph.D., Lee has taught Indigenous Philosophy and Native American Law and Policy at universities in Canada and 

the United States.  While in Canada, he collaborated with Dennis McPherson to create Ayaangwaamizin: The International Journal of 

Indigenous Philosophy which they continue to co-edit.  His academic publications include the book Political Principles and Indian Sovereignty 

and articles on Indian epistemology, language, environmental ethics and law. Dr. Hester currently holds the positions of Director of American 

Indian Studies and Director of the Meredith Indigenous Humanities Center at the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma where he is a 

tenured faculty member. 

 

Dan S. Hobbs 

Email:  kbrown@usao.edu 

Prior to becoming interim chancellor of the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma, Dr. Hobbs served as senior vice chancellor of the 

Planning and Policy Research Division for seven years and as vice chancellor for academic affairs for the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher 

Education for eight years. He joined the State Regents in 1961 as research assistant and became the educational programs officer and senior 

research officer in 1966. He retired as senior vice chancellor emeritus from the State Regents in 1988 after 27 years of service but remained 

active in higher education. In 1989 he became an adjunct professor of higher education at Oklahoma State University and then served as 

distinguished professor of education at the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma for five years. In 1991 he was again asked to serve 

higher education as the interim president of the University Center at Tulsa, and in 1995 he became director of the Legacy Project for USAO. In 

1994 he was honored for his dedication to higher education by being named to the Oklahoma Higher Education Hall of Fame.  

 

Ernest Holloway 

Email: 

Dr. Holloway was born in Boley, Oklahoma, one of the all black towns in Oklahoma. Upon graduation from Boley High School, he continued his 

education at Langston University, an all-black land-grant university, with a degree in Vocational Agriculture Education. He received his 

master's degree from Oklahoma State University in 1955 in Science Education, and the doctorate from the University of Oklahoma in 1970 in 

Higher Education Administration. He has done additional studies at the University of California, Berkeley, and the Ohio State University. In 

1963 he accepted employment at Langston serving as Assistant Professor of Biology, Professor of Education, Acting President, and Interim 

President. He was elected the fourteenth President of Langston University on October 10, 1979. After twenty-five years of service, he began 

his role as President-Emeritus on August 1, 2005 and officially retired July 2006. 

 

Nancy Hughes 

Email:  schoolhouse1892@aol.com 

Nancy Hughes, BS, MA, Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana taught in both private and public schools as a primary level educator.  Twenty-

two year of this retired teacherôs thirty-four year career was spent in special education.  Nancy as Miss Ellie, schoolmarm, at the Pitsboro One 

Room School has instructed thousands of local children and adult visitors in a restored 1892 rural Indiana school for the past eight years.  Her 

deep love of history, family heritage, and education makes her retirement days as a historical re-enactor quire appropriate. 

 

Loretta Y. Jackson 

Email: lyjackson1@suddenlink.net 

A native of Chickasha, Loretta Jackson is a member of the First Families of the Twin Territories.  She holds a BS degree in business 

administration/sociology with a minor in economics, is a real estate broker and educator. She was a member of president Jimmy Carter's 1979 

"Committee on Black Community Concerns," three times Hall of Famer, first woman to serve on the Oklahoma State Banking Board, and the 

first African American female to serve as chairman of the University of  Science and Arts of Oklahoma Board of Regents (one year as 

chairman).  Jackson's induction to the USAO Alumni Hall of Fame brings her this distinctive honor; she's the first person to earn both the 

Young Alumni Award and the Hall of Fame medallion.   Jackson, documenting African American history in Chickasha and Grady County for 

more than 40 years, has written two pictorial history books and produced three television documentaries.  Her "Museum/One Room School 

Restoration Project" is an Official 2007 Oklahoma Centennial Project. 
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Catharin Lewis 

Email:  catharin1@verizon.net 

Catharin Lewis is the founding director of the West Bay Common School Childrenôs Museum in League City, Texas.  In 1993 she developed a 

living history one-room schoolhouse program that has drawn over 60,000 children from 1200 schools and organizations throughout Texas to 

visit the schoolhouse.  Her work has  been recognized by the Texas Historical Commission and the American Association of State and Local 

History.  Catharin, like others in this profession, serves as Director, Curator, Archivist, Docent, Fundraiser, Marketing Manager, Accountant, 

and Janitor for the museum.  She has a BS in Family and Child Development  from Hood College in Frederick, Maryland. 

 

Richard Lewis 

Email:  richard.lewis@nasa.gov 

Richard Lewis is the Co-founder of the West Bay Common School Childrenôs Museum in League City, Texas.  Over the years, he has served 

on the Museum Board and as President and currently is the Property Chairman for the museum.  He serves on the CSAA Board and has 

developed and manages the CSAAôs National Schoolhouse Registry and CSAA Website.  He retired from IBM 1999 and currently works for 

NASA at the Johnson Space Center. 

 

Frank J. Lord 

Email:  fjlord@msn.com 

A retired geography teacher and middle school guidance counselor, for seven years Frank Lord was the Duxbury Historical Society Education 

Committee Chairman conducting school and community historical tours before moving to Cape Cod five years ago.  He is a member of the 

Mashpee Historical Commission and President of the Mashpee One-Room Schoolhouse Preservation Council, Inc. rosemary Burns is the 

author of ñMashpee 1870-1995,ò a pictorial history produced for the townôs 125th anniversary and ñSpringdale Remembered: A History of a 

Section of Stamford, Connecticut, 1640-1949,ò for which she was presented an award by the Connecticut League of Historical Societies.  A 

member of the Mashpee Historical Commission since 1986, Rosemary is also Mashpeeôs Town Historian. 

 

Jena Mottola 

Email:  jmottola@coxinet.net 

Jena has been executive director of the Edmond Historical Society & Museum for over two years. She has created educational programming, 

expanded the community outreach potential and completely redesigned and renovated their childrenôs learning center wing of  the gallery.  

Upon arriving to EHS the 1889 Territorial School project had just been completed. Jena Mottola came to EHS with over 12 years of non-profit 

experience and management.  Her previous work for nearly 9 years at the Child Care Resource Center, Inc. in Cambridge MA prepared her 

with strong community building and collaboration experience.  In addition to holding a dual Masterôs degree in Management/ Negotiation and 

Conflict Resolution from Cambridge College and a BA in Sociology & Human Services from Regis College, she is an experienced group leader 

and program developer. 

 

Mary Outlaw 

Email:  moutlaw@berry.edu 

Dr. Mary Outlaw teaches in the Charter School of Education and Human Sciences at Berry College in Rome, GA.  Her research in the history 

of teacher education fits well with the internet in country schools. 

 

Greg T. Peerbolte 

Email: gtpeerbolte@mtphistory.org 

Mr. Greg T. Peerbolte is the Executive Director of the Mount Prospect Historical Society in Mount Prospect, Illinois.  Mount Prospect is a 

suburban community located near OôHare International Airport and 15 minutes northwest of the Chicago Loop.  Previously, he served as 

Curator of Collections at the Kankakee County museum in Kankakee, Illinois.  Mr. Peerbolte holds a Bachelor of Arts in History from Illinois 

State University and is currently pursuing a certificate in Museum Studies from Northwestern University. 

 

Ronni Pue 

Email:  vgpue@earthlink.net 

At one time, Gillespie County, Texas had 44 country schools, 12 of which were owned by the school district. Ronni Pue, historian and 

anthropologist, chaired a group of citizens who successfully preserved 12 schools. Their grassroots effort not only kept these buildings in the 

public domain, but more importantly amended the Texas constitution to allow the transfer of these properties from public school districts to 

other public or private non-profit entities for preservation and community use.  
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Lynda Schwan 

Email: lschwan@okhistory.org 

Lynda Schwan is the Architectural Historian and National Register Program Coordinator for the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office. 

With degrees in both history and historic preservation, Lynda brings over 15 years of preservation experience to the State of Oklahoma. 

Lyndaôs research in Oklahoma includes modern architecture, plantation life and small town commercial development. 

 

William Sherman 

Email:  wsherman41@gmail.com 

Bill Sherman has encouraged the preservation of Iowa country schools by organizing annual conferences on that topic for the past nine years.  

He proposed putting a country school on the Iowa quarter, helped create the Iowa Country Schools Grants program, conducted a statewide 

survey of country schools in Iowa and served as a resource for local groups and Iowa Public Television in the production of country school 

video productions.  He helped found the CSAA and serves on the CSAA Board.  He is left handed and struggled with penmanship as a 

student. 

  

J. D. "Jim" Smith 

Email:   jsmith@ecphs.k12.ok.us 

Born and raised in Broken Bow, Oklahoma, Jim Smith graduated from Broken Bow High School in 1964.  After attending Eastern Oklahoma 

State College at Wilburton, Oklahoma, he spent two years in the U.S. Army, serving thirteen months in Vietnam.  He earned a B.S. Ed. from 

Southeastern Oklahoma State University, Durant, Oklahoma in 1970 and a M.S. Ed. in 1985.  He earned his Superintendent Certification from 

East Texas State University, Commerce,Texas, in 1992.  He has served as a public school superintendent for eighteen years in four different 

Oklahoma schools, at Eagletown, Clayton, Heavener, and presently at Elmore City-Pernell. 

 

Pamela Stover 

Email:  pstover@niu.edu 

Dr. Pamela Stover is Coordinator of Music Education and Assistant Professor at the Southern Illinois University Carbondale School of Music.  

A leading scholar in the many aspects of one-room schools, she is currently writing Singing with the Schoolmarm; Music from the One-Room 

School. 

 

David Sullivan 

Email:  dsullivan@apswarriors.com 

David Sullivan is an enrolled member of the Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma.  He is a descendent of Dohausan II, the last principal chief of the 

Kiowas.  He is the Federal Program Director for the Anadarko Public Schools Indian Education Program.  He has served in this position for 

nine years and has been instrumental in implementing existing program services and creating new student project opportunities.  For nearly a 

decade, the AIE Program has added new cultural programs, prevention projects, international student projects, and health awareness projects.  

He believes that every Indigenous child has the skill, knowledge and ability to succeed and flourish in our globalizing world and works every 

day through the program to provide opportunities for their success. 

 

Beverly Terry  

Email:  Beverly@bevnotes.com 

Beverly Terry, retired AT&T manager, is treasurer of the Edmond Historic Preservation Trust and as a volunteer has helped raise funds for the 

restoration and contributes leadership with the management of the 1889 Territorial school, first schoolhouse in the Oklahoma Territory.  She 

manages the upkeep and use of the schoolhouse for the benefit of the citizens of the City of Edmond and for its residents to know the history 

of  the 1889 Schoolhouse.  The schoolhouse is open to the students, the public, and visitors.  Beverly has helped design the website in 2009 

and lives in Edmond where she has a degree in science from the University of Central Oklahoma, Masterôs degree in business from Oklahoma 

City University. She is on the board of the University of Central Oklahoma Foundation as a fund raiser.  She also serves on City of Edmond 

boards as a volunteer, City of Edmond Master Gardeners, and both the Edmond Society Board and the Oklahoma History Center volunteer.  

She has been instrumental in gaining speakers for the Territorial Schoolhouse and gaining awards for the 1889 Schoolhouse. 
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Lucy Townsend 

Email: profstownsend@aol.com 

Dr. Townsend is the Executive Director of the CSAA and serves as Chair of the CSAAôs Research and Artistry Grant Committee. She has a 

B.A. from Michigan State University, an M.A. from the University of Memphis, an M.A. from Fuller Theological Seminary , and a Ph.D. from 

Loyola University Chicago. The curator of the Blackwell History of Education Museum at Northern Illinois University, she has written numerous 

articles and several books on womenôs educational history. She was involved in a study of 160 country schools in DeKalb County, IL, and 

wrote the introduction to the book on this subject, Rural School Journeys. 

 

Sarah S. Uthoff 

Email:  suthoff@mchsi.com 

Sarah received both her history education BA and her Masters of Library Science from the University of Iowa. Currently she is a reference 

librarian at Kirkwood Community College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Sarah is an active Wilder researcher.  Sarah is the featured speaker at 

various Laura Ingalls Wilder events and conferences.  She also taught continuing education classes on Wilder at two community colleges and 

a training session for the staff at the Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum in Burr Oak, Iowa. 

 

Susan Webb 

Email:  Onermschl1@aol.com 

Susan Webb has delivered programs for seven Country Schooling Conferences in the United States, and one presentation for the International 

Schooling Symposium in Bremen, Germany.  Over the past thirteen years she has appeared before numerous school, historical, and civic 

groups throughout the country, combining her passion for teaching, history, historical artifact collecting, and dramatic presentation.  In addition 

to being a contributing member of Alabama Humanities Foundation Speakers Bureau, she is an annual historical interpreter for Connecticutôs 

restored country schools; a resident schoolmarm for Alabamaôs Tannehill State Park; and, a twenty-year veteran elementary and secondary 

school teacher and currently serves as a Director on the CSAA Board. 

 

George Winters 

Email:  GLW@studioarc.com 

George L. Winters, Director of Project Management, Studio Architecture, P.C. / Oklahoma City, OK, has been with the firm since it was 

established in 2001.  He has nearly 30 years of architectural experience.  Graduating from Oklahoma State University with a bachelors and 

masters degree, James expertise lies in building codes, standards, and regulations.  His firmôs work centers around higher education 

institutions provides master planning, programming, and design services for colleges, universities, and community colleges.  
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